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Special Consideration for Cancer Case Reporting 
 
 
 
Question:   What should a provider who diagnoses or treats cancer do if the provider’s CEHRT is 

not certified for cancer case reporting? Will there be any alternate exclusions available 
in Stage 3? 

 
Answer:   There are no alternate exclusions in Stage 3; however, cancer case reporting is a special 

case for which prior policy exists in the Final Rule to address this exact scenario. 
Because of the maturity and complexity of the standard for cancer case reporting, it is 
the one area where the certification criteria is required for reporting. However, the 
cancer registry is not required for consideration to meet the registry reporting measure. 
The provider may optionally choose to report (using the certification criteria) and meet 
the measure in this way, but they are not required to do so. To read the policy, see the 
2015 EHR Incentive Programs final rule at 
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/10/16/2015- 25595/medicare-and-
medicaid-programs-electronic-health-record-incentive- program-stage-3-and-
modifications#p-1237. 

 

Specific language from the Final Rule: 

80 FR 62823: EPs who were previously planning to attest to the cancer case reporting 
objective may count that action toward the Public Health Registry Reporting measure. 
We believe this change is necessary to support continued provider reporting to cancer 
case registries. However, we note that EPs who did not intend to attest to the cancer 
case reporting menu objective are not required to engage in or exclude from cancer case 
reporting in order to meet the specialized registry reporting measure. 

 
Summary:   The following are applicable if you are an EP who diagnoses or treats cancer and are 

using an EHR that is NOT certified for cancer case reporting: 
 

• You will not be able to consider cancer case reporting to the Michigan Cancer 
Surveillance Program (MCSP) as an option to meet the Specialized Registry measure. 

 
• You are not required to consider cancer case reporting as a specialized registry 

reporting option in order to claim exclusion from the specialized registry reporting 
measure. However, you are encouraged to engage with a different specialized 
registry if a registry within the scope of your practice is available. 
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